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PREFACE 


'riiis hook (*ain(^ into hcnni*; as a foundations pn^faco to a projortod mono- 
graph on hveMl f)oinl (h(‘ory. Tho foundations Vnially rn)L»;ulfed the slriic- 
tur(‘, lliou^}i ih(‘ orii^inal intcaition persists in vestigial trac(‘s. Ilie book 
is planiual to provid(- basic und(n*st andin^' of various aspects of modern 
algebraic topology. d'h(‘ niat(*rial has l)een takcui from the author\s lectures 
at th(‘ rniversity of Illinois in rt‘cenl y(‘ars. 

Many exc(‘llent sugg(‘st ions ha\a‘ not Ixaui aiiopted (uther because of 
(‘(pially (‘xc(‘ll(*nt counter sugg(‘si ions, or becaus(‘ in a stat(‘ of euphoria 
lh(‘ aulh(M' planned on tluhr lat(‘r incorporation, h^ventually with the 
iiorizon of algc'biaic topohigy r(‘C(Mling lastin' than Ilu‘ rat(^ at which n(‘W 
addilions could [)e nia^a', I n{‘ w riier stoppinl. Not tliat the book had fieen 
finished: no sucli book can b(\ probably, but th(n'(‘ was a halt to the writ- 
ing Accordingly thi^ lis( of t(^p s omilled hxuns large. With a wide intiT- 
priMation, (he choici* of rnateruii for iiuUision has more often than not 
been decided by its possible l)earinp on maps. 

The book opmis with tlie definition (d a group and (uids with spectral 
sequence applications of slund' theory. It is intended foi formal class or 
s(‘lt study by the ni'ophyti' or more advanced student, for the rcithe- 
matician inti'ri'stcal in appndie. d' >g topological methods, as widl as for 
the booksladf of the siM'ious praciitioiuT in th(‘ fudd. 

Effort has been taken to make tlie explanations clear and complete. 
The (‘.'iposition is fortified with numerous examples and nunarks culled 
from the recent liti'rature, from lesults obtaimal by the author, and from 
his students' theses. Proofs are almost invariably given in all detail, ex- 
cept when the argumimt is really transpanmt. Very few steps have been 
l(dt to th(' Header. There is no art for art ’s sake; all the coac(‘pts introduced 
find eventual use. The problems are not slabs of unprocessed research 
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